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Global mobility – some stats:

• More than 235 million people are currently enrolled 
in higher education globally

• 6.3 million are international students – a number 
that has more than doubled in the past 20 years and 
is likely to double again in the next two decades

• 50 % of these study outside their home region







Recognition: A brief history of time ….

A Second 
Generation of 

Updated 
Regional Recognition 

Conventions

• Lisbon Convention (1997)

• Tokyo Convention (2011)

• Addis Convention (2014)

• Buenos Aires Convention (2019)

• Arab States Convention (2022)



UNESCO Global Convention Snapshot @ 11.2024                                    

1.6+ million (25%)
of the world’s 6.3 million mobile students 

are hosted by the States Parties

Major actors
in international education

+ 20 Member States
Are reported to be well-advanced with 
ratification procedures, including 
countries in all UNESCO regions

Andorra Armenia Australia Cabo Verde

Croatia Cuba Estonia France

Iceland Japan Lithuania

Norway Palestine Romania Slovakia

Tunisia United 
Kingdom

Uruguay

Côte d’Ivoire

Finland

Nicaragua

Sweden

Yemen

Holy See



Europe

An Unmitigated 
Success or 
smoke and 

mirrors?



International Students in Germany



North America

A one-way street?



Destination USA



USA: Outward mobility



Africa

Internationalization or Brain Drain?



Inbound students from Africa



Arab States

Recognition of 
Qualifications 

for 
Imported Skills



Number of Saudi students per country of destination



Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) 



Inbound students from LAC



Asia-Pacific

Together we conquer or Paper Tigers?



Inbound students from Asia-Pacific



Number of Chinese students per country of destination



Number of Vietnamese students per country of destination



A-P Mobility Programmes and Recognition Information



Asia-Pacific

Depending on where you are and which way you look, 
mobility may have different priorities and complexities ….



Changing Times ….
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